
 

 

“Get busy living or get busy dying.” – Andy Dufresne, The Shawshank Redemption 

Lisa and I were able to escape down to Zihuatenejo, Mexico for the New Year’s 
holiday. Since that is the location referenced in the ending of the film, I thought it 
appropriate to include it in this month’s summary. It is a solid metaphor for life, but 
also the job of a Supervisor. This role requires that one remain diligent and active in 
the pursuit of progress and continuous improvement to move the ball downfield. 

I hope you enjoyed the year in review last month – I know it was eye opening for us 
to look back on everything that we have done and those things we continue to push 
to affect positive change. This year has started off so very differently than last year. 
Obviously, I have a little bit of experience under my belt, but I have also sharpened 
my juggling skills in order to undertake new policy priorities before we even have 
closure on the ones already undertaken. 

Last month, I joined some of my Delta Counties Coalition colleagues on a trip to 
Southern California to tour projects they are pursuing to build more resiliency in 
their water supply. It was time well spent to learn and see firsthand their challenges 
and constraints in providing affordable water to their customers. We are building 
relationships there that will hopefully come in handy in convincing them to help us 
invest in the Delta, rather than just circumventing water from it. While there, I was 
able to address their subcommittee on long-term planning and make an 
impassioned plea for working together to meet all our needs. 

We’ve been out and about at various crab feeds and fundraisers, so if we haven’t 
seen you, we will look for you at one coming up. This month will bring many Lunar 
New Year celebrations, so here’s hoping for great things from the Year of the 
Dragon! 

We love feedback in this office, so let us know if you need some help or like 
something in particular that we’ve done. As always, share this newsletter with your 
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friends and neighbors if you think they’d like to sign up to receive it and be sure to 
check out my Facebook page for more timely content. 
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Sloughhouse Solar Farm 
The Board of Supervisors deliberated on the proposed Sloughhouse Solar Farm at 
Dillard and Meiss Roads at our January 12 public hearing. My colleagues and I took 
action to certify the Environmental Impact Report which concluded that the project 
would not result in significant and unavoidable impacts with implementation of the 

https://www.facebook.com/SupervisorPatHume
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recommended mitigation measures. This action cleared the project to move 
forward. 

It was not something we undertook lightly. 

Our rural-urban connections are a delicate balancing act between the disparate 
needs of protecting our rural communities, encouraging denser development in our 
urban and suburban areas, and diligently supporting the economic viability of our 
farms, ranches, orchards and vineyards in Sacramento County – all while remaining 
mindful of the critical environmental benefits associated with realizing measurable 
progress on our climate action goals. 

These conversations are challenging but agricultural viability is becoming 
increasingly reliant on ancillary revenue sources; whether through benefits of ag 
tourism on farm stays, wineries, breweries and other event centers; local farm to 
market opportunities such as farmers markets, farm stands and produce 
subscription boxes; or, in cases like this, mitigation prompting conservation 
easements that help other productive land stay viable. 

During the Board of Supervisors hearing, Stan Van Vleck of Van Vleck Ranch 
commented, “In 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved us working in partnership 
to try to preserve our operations as one of the longest-lived ag operations in the 
state, dating back to before Abraham Lincoln started as President. We plan on 
being here for a lot longer by working to keep our ranch in business in perpetuity.” I 
assure you the Van Vleck Ranch is not the only ag property in our county that we 
need to remain viable. There are many, many others. 

Sacramento County’s farms and ranches generated $602.7 million in 2022, 
reflecting 5% growth over the prior year and largely coming from the communities 
along the southern and eastern boundaries of our county. But family farmers 
continue to struggle, and future generations of farmers will face even greater 
challenges to their productivity and viability when factoring in the increasing costs of 
land, water, equipment, labor and other operational costs, and the risks of extreme 
weather incidents like heat waves and floods from atmospheric rivers. 

Solar energy is a conditionally permissible land use in Ag-20 zoning areas with an 
appropriate use permit. Ensuring our rural-urban connections are successful for 
impacted residents surely includes listening to neighbors and community members, 
incorporating robust landscape buffers for visual benefits and ultimately preserving 
important farmland. 

As we move toward carbon neutrality goals in Sacramento County, greater reliance 
will be placed on renewable energy sources and electrifying our economy, including 
moving our household appliances away from natural gas and our vehicles toward 
renewable energy. I’m supportive of a fiscally prudent approach to the 
implementation of these measures while ensuring the mutual economic benefit to 



keeping our farmers and ranchers in business, with the addition of community-
friendly solar projects. 

  

 

5 Over 50 Nominations 

 

Sacramento County is gearing up to celebrate its outstanding volunteers aged 50 
and older! The Sacramento County Adult and Aging Commission is now accepting 
applications to nominate outstanding volunteers who have contributed to the health 
and vitality of our community through their work. 

A volunteer will be selected from each of the five Sacramento County districts and 
the awards will be presented during a Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
meeting in May 2024 to coincide with recognition of Older Americans Month.  

All submissions must be received by February 9, 2024. 

To nominate a volunteer, please visit: 5 Over 50 Volunteer Award Nomination 
Form.  

Criteria for nominees and more information about the award can be found on 
the Adult and Aging Commission website. Or, if you have additional questions, 
please call (916) 874-9336. 
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TOT Grant 

 

The Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Grant program is here again! The Board of 
Supervisors will soon be awarding $1 million to organizations that carry out 
community-based programs and/or services in the areas of economic and 
workforce development, arts and culture, community development and health and 
human services.  

Grants will be allocated through a competitive process and applicants must 
meet eligibility and funding requirements. Applications will be accepted 
online beginning February 2, 2024, through March 4, 2024. No late applications will 
be accepted. 

Grant Application Deadline: March 4, 2024, 5 p.m. 

There will be a Grant Program and Application Virtual Workshop on February 13, 
2024, from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

The workshop includes a review of the following: 

• Grant Program and Timeline 
• Insurance Requirements 
• Application Questions 
• Timeline and Submission Information 
• Q & A's 

http://www.bdm.saccounty.net/TOTGrantProgram/Pages/Eligibility-and-Guidelines.aspx
http://www.bdm.saccounty.net/TOTGrantProgram
http://www.bdm.saccounty.net/TOTGrantProgram


Grant applications will then go through a review period before the final 
determination for TOT grant recipients is made by the Board of Supervisors for their 
action in June. 

More information on the TOT Grant Program can be found here. 

 

Sac Metro Fire CERT Academy 
The Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District is looking for volunteers for their 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program which provides 
emergency preparedness and disaster response training. The CERT program helps 
prepare individuals to take care of themselves, their family, and if they choose, their 
neighbors during a catastrophic event. 

The Metro Fire Basic CERT Class is a free class open to those who live or work in 
Metro Fire's service area. To register, you must be at least 15 years of age (there is 
no upper age limit). The class is offered twice a year, once in the spring and once in 
the fall. For young people considering a career as a first responder, this is also a 
valuable experience. 

Visit the Metro Fire website for more information on the CERT program. 

https://bdm.saccounty.gov/TOTGrantProgram/Pages/default.aspx
https://metrofire.ca.gov/community-emergency-response-team


 

 



Jackson Lab Scholarship 

 

The Jackson Laboratory is awarding a $10,000 scholarship to one first generation 
and/or low-income student in Sacramento County who plans to pursue a college 
degree and aspires to a career in biomedicine. Graduating high school seniors who 
reside in Sacramento County, California are eligible to be nominated. 

Key Information: 

• Students must be nominated by a teacher, administrator, or guidance 
counselor before February 15, 2024. 

• Applicants should demonstrate either significant financial need or status as a 
first-generation college student, including individuals whose parents have not 
completed a Bachelor’s degree. 

• Applicants must be on track to complete their high school diploma in 2024 
with a cumulative GPA greater or equivalent to 3.5 on a standard 4.0 scale. 

• Scholarships will be awarded in late spring 2024. 

In addition to the financial award, the JAX Genomic Education team will mentor the 
scholarship recipient throughout their college career, including possible internships 
and visits to their Bar Harbor, Maine and Farmington, Connecticut campuses. 

Please nominate your student using the JAX Scholarship Nomination Form by 
February 15, 2024. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWFwcGx5LmpheC5vcmcvcmVnaXN0ZXIvMjAyNHNjaG9sYXJzaGlwbm9tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExNy44ODcwMjQwMSJ9.2s-H0mPUVnWdnH66piA6COQhf2V6sqB1JcX-6jvUCms/s/2966817933/br/235517998839-l


For more information, visit the Jackson Lab Website. 

 

Out & About in District 5 

 
Presenting a Proclamation to John Jackson, Sr. on the occasion of his 95th birthday. 

 

http://www.jax.org/scholarship


 
Staff member Stephanie Kauss joined Sacramento County District Attorney Thien Ho, Sacramento County Sheriff Jim 
Cooper and trauma survivor Gay Hardwick for the opening of the “soft interview” room at the Sheriff’s Central Division 
Station on 65th Street (pictured top right). Also featured in the bottom left picture is the “soft interview” room in the 
Sheriff’s East Division Station in Rancho Cordova. 

 



 
Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in Elk Grove during their community breakfast. Pictured left: Sacramento Metro 
Gospel Choir. Top Right: A youth dance group. Bottom right: Motivational speaker, Verbal Adam, and me. 

 

 
Had a great time celebrating the Lunar New Year in Elk Grove on January 27th. 

 



  

 

Upcoming Events 
Share your upcoming events with us by email to PatHume@saccounty.gov. 
We look forward to helping engage community members and hopefully join 
you too! 
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Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) Summit and Day of Action on February 12 and February 13 in 
Sacramento. The MMIP Summit is happening at the SAFE Convention Center (1401 K St, Sacramento, CA) from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, February 12. The MMIP Day of Action will start at 10 a.m. the following day on the west steps of 
the California State Capitol building. 
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recommended mitigation measures. This action cleared the project to move 
forward. 

It was not something we undertook lightly. 

Our rural-urban connections are a delicate balancing act between the disparate 
needs of protecting our rural communities, encouraging denser development in our 
urban and suburban areas, and diligently supporting the economic viability of our 
farms, ranches, orchards and vineyards in Sacramento County – all while remaining 
mindful of the critical environmental benefits associated with realizing measurable 
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appropriate use permit. Ensuring our rural-urban connections are successful for 
impacted residents surely includes listening to neighbors and community members, 
incorporating robust landscape buffers for visual benefits and ultimately preserving 
important farmland. 
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Grant applications will then go through a review period before the final 
determination for TOT grant recipients is made by the Board of Supervisors for their 
action in June. 

More information on the TOT Grant Program can be found here. 

 

Sac Metro Fire CERT Academy 
The Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District is looking for volunteers for their 
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The Jackson Laboratory is awarding a $10,000 scholarship to one first generation 
and/or low-income student in Sacramento County who plans to pursue a college 
degree and aspires to a career in biomedicine. Graduating high school seniors who 
reside in Sacramento County, California are eligible to be nominated. 
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counselor before February 15, 2024. 
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first-generation college student, including individuals whose parents have not 
completed a Bachelor’s degree. 

• Applicants must be on track to complete their high school diploma in 2024 
with a cumulative GPA greater or equivalent to 3.5 on a standard 4.0 scale. 

• Scholarships will be awarded in late spring 2024. 

In addition to the financial award, the JAX Genomic Education team will mentor the 
scholarship recipient throughout their college career, including possible internships 
and visits to their Bar Harbor, Maine and Farmington, Connecticut campuses. 

Please nominate your student using the JAX Scholarship Nomination Form by 
February 15, 2024. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWFwcGx5LmpheC5vcmcvcmVnaXN0ZXIvMjAyNHNjaG9sYXJzaGlwbm9tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExNy44ODcwMjQwMSJ9.2s-H0mPUVnWdnH66piA6COQhf2V6sqB1JcX-6jvUCms/s/2966817933/br/235517998839-l


For more information, visit the Jackson Lab Website. 
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Staff member Stephanie Kauss joined Sacramento County District Attorney Thien Ho, Sacramento County Sheriff Jim 
Cooper and trauma survivor Gay Hardwick for the opening of the “soft interview” room at the Sheriff’s Central Division 
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Upcoming Events 
Share your upcoming events with us by email to PatHume@saccounty.gov. 
We look forward to helping engage community members and hopefully join 
you too! 
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Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) Summit and Day of Action on February 12 and February 13 in 
Sacramento. The MMIP Summit is happening at the SAFE Convention Center (1401 K St, Sacramento, CA) from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, February 12. The MMIP Day of Action will start at 10 a.m. the following day on the west steps of 
the California State Capitol building. 
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